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Chronicle of Great Britain and the Chinese People’ s Knowledge of the English History

in the Late Qing Dynasty
Zou Zherhuan
( D artment of History, Fudan Unwesity, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: William Muirthead’ s Chronicle of Great Britain was published by the Mission Press of London Mis-
sionary Society in 1856, and it provides a lot of knowledge of English history for the Chinese in the late Qing
Dynasty. Through an analysis of the translation by Jiang Jian-ren, his understanding of the English history and
the spread and influence of this book, this thesis ponts out that the chronicle provided very new and corredt
first hand information for Chinese readers in the late Qing Dynasty, so that the Chinese got to know, for the
first time, the changes of the political system, historical evolution and cultural achievements in Britan. This
book is of great documentary value in the history of Sine-foreign exchange of historic studies.
Key Words: Chronicle of Great Britain, William Muirhead, Jiang jian-ren, communication of history
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