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Strasght Trauth

Did Grossi find what he was

looking for?

From page 1®  The hill entails uraniim enrch
memt activities with b least 1000 [R-2M contrifuge
machines at the Natanz nuclisar plant withn throe
marths after the rathcation of the law, and compels
thie AEDI ta launch wraniurm stmchmgnt as well as re-
sitarch and development activitios with st leass 164
IR-6 centrifuges and increase the numbier of centri
b machines to 1000 within & vear after the ratif-
catian af thie bill

Thie bill also roguines the governmant b suspend
the voluntary implementaton of the Additional Proto-
col to the nuclear Nan-Proliferatan Treaty (NPT ) thros
marths after the ratification of i£ if the parties to the
niiclear deal between Iran and world powers. official
b ko a8 the Jomt Comprehensive Plan of Action
(ICPOA), failed to upheid thwir obligations under the
TR

Ouring ks trip, Grassd miet with Mabamimad Eslami,
Iram's nuclear chwef, The twe had a “constructive” dis-
cussion, accarding to Eslarm

"Mr. Ralnel Grasss came ta Tehran at the mvitation
of thee Atormde Energy Drgandsation of Iran and we had
o and constructive talks with e Mobammad
sharni told repoThers in & jomt press conference with
Gross on Sunday
EsnLarrn mlso spad boowill ol talks with Gross: on thie
wedelines al the IAEAS Board Governars maeting which
will start inVienna from Monday

“Whe decided to particmpate in the next meeting and
coantinun our talks an the sdelines of the meestmg”
Irae's tuclang chief stated

What i now cloar 15 that the Board of Governars
miList [ canitious over what they weue The IAEA, bi-
fore Groasis leadership, mostly focused on the tech.
nical avpicts of Iran's nuclear fle Since Gross: took
ofhee, the UN nuclear watchdeg has bain trymg 1o
paliticees the case, which has nothing to do with the
AES ohligations

Thie nuiclear file s two soparsts aspects, The Jomt
Cammrehensns Plan of Action and the negatiatians to
rivivie the internationally agreed deal; and the techr-
cal aspicts with respece to Mom-Prodiferatan Troaty
The IAEA must know its bemits and stick to the very
i it was founded for

As for the JCPOA meaval negotintions, Iran had
privcously atated that o has no protdom reheming
to the negotiations, as long as the other side shows
‘deterrnmation and serousness” and nogotiate with
goodill

Accordmyg ta the jont statement msurd by tha AEQI
and the LAEA, "the parties recalled and reaffirmied the
spint of cooperamon and routwal ust and its contin:
wation and emphascead the necessity of addressing
thee relevamt isswees in a constructive atmosphere and
axclusively i a technical mamnmnars

I the framewark of the existing cooperation, the
two sides docided to mantain ther matual mberac-
bioms amd meetmgs ot redevant Lovels. To this end, the
Vice-Prisadenit and the Hoad of AEDI will meet the
LAEA Director Gimeral at the sslelines of the uptaming
Gemirral Canference, and the IAEA Director General will
alsa visa Tehean in the noar future to hald high v
consultatins with the Goverrment of th slamic Re-
public of Iran with the am of enhancing cooperation
batwieen Iran and the IAEA in differunt fHields and de-
CURBINg curremt waues of rmutial intevist

IAEAS inspectors are permitted to setvice the
rduritified equiprment and replace their storage medis
wehich will bir kept under tha joirt IKEA ancd AED) seals
mi thit Islarmic Republic af Iran The way and th timing
ary agraed by the twa sdes”

The statement clearly indicates that Iran has not
it o specibic bme for the AEAS requost to replace
the storage memery cards iram osists on keepmg the
AEA out of the politseal pspects of the racloar Hibe 1t m
tirreit For Board of Governors to keep things technical

Intelligence chiefs meet in
Islamabad to discuss Afghanistan

TEHRAN — Ddrector Geniral of
nter-Sirvices  Intelligonce  ({151)
Lt Gon Fade Hameed on Satur-
day hosted intolligence chiefs of
rigsonal countries in Islamabad
to discuss the Alghan kituatan,
according to Pakistan media out-

The mesting was beld as the  din Hekmatyar

Taliran toak tha full cartr el of Af-
ghanistan on August 15

Aeeording to sources, intelll-

gerce chiefs of Russia, [ran, China,
Eazakhutan, Turkmonistan, and
Uzhekistan attended the rmeeting

The participants  axchangod
Wisws an thit secunty situatsan n
Afghanistan & week back, the 151

chief fad visited MThnﬂmtqn ani
Ity et Hizh-e-lslami

(n a similar not, Immfu Imin
istirs of countrigs neigh
Al ghanistan held a virtual canfer-

el on Wednesday, Septembar
B to discuss the lntest develop-
FRETIEE In thie wear-tarm countsy

The rmaeting wan attendod by
the forsgm ministers af ran, Pa
kistan, China, Tajbistan, Lizbikg-
atan and Turkmenistan 1t teok
place one day after the Taliban
pnmaunced an mterm calinet

T'he Taliban captured the capital
Kanbaud on Auglist 15 and President
Asbral Ghani fled the country

wad Gulbard-

boring

Foreign intervention in Afghanistan
doomed to failure, ex-diplomat highlights

TEHRAN - A formaer Iranian diplomat says expa
rignce shows that any formign isbervention in Af
ghanistan will end in failure, citing Britan (1839-
&), the Soviet Union (F9E0-88) and the United
States (20071-2027) as mxamples

“The interference of foreigners will be doomed
to Fallure. Ay with the former Sowviet Undon, Britaim,
and mast recently the United States, iF a country
like Pakistan intervenes, & will suffer the same
fate" Mohsen Roubhs Sefat told 15MNA

will definitely contmue in areas such as Panjshi
OF caursa, in the former Sovet Unions, they enly
reached the first valley and conguered it bt did
not succead This seams tao be the case for tha Tal-
tban this time as well "

In the and refermmg to the virtual mestimg of
Afghanistan's |1u1thn1m¢ countries, he said
"Thase countries also demand the participation of
athnk groups im Afghanistan so that the govern-
mant has legitimacy Therelore, the Taliban mast
kndw that it will not be able to gain legitimacy
without camprahansivie participation”

Rouhi Sefat also said without the particpation
of all ethinic groups m Afghanistan, no gosernmant
wepuld b stable in the Central Asian ceimtry

“(indtond ) the formar diplomat said, “mstability
il Incroase”

"The Taliban know that without comprehensive
participation, they cannot schieve legitimacy the
axpert on Afghanistan spd

in an interview published on Sundiy
Thirn are cortain roparts claimmng

‘The Taliban

The Taliban fermally declared o
car etk governimant on Tuesdyg, ap-
pointing acting cabaet ministers who

that Pakistan's 151 ¢ hief was involved wiere Largely loyalists fram the group's
it 1;.1:1-..:1:;". af }hr: #ﬂjﬂ;ﬂﬂ ;::f. gﬂ"h.fE‘Tﬁm ent first yoars of rule in the 1990x
ﬁ:hrgrhl ?M"JH;I;TMWM‘ atackon  Wwould not be The Talban has appointed Mo-
# Fanjsiur-valiay . hammad Hasan Akhund, u close aide
"Th ople of Afghanistan an Stﬂhl.E Wlthﬂut to the group's late founder Mullah
ngnm:‘r FI.'L'F;EML |n[|..-f-.r¢-|-ul|n:1' |;+:| rticination Omar, as haad of Afghanistans new
former diplornat said notme, it pa P coaretaker governmint, weeks after it
I hp h ¥ o i taok contral of the country in a rapd
will soan be shown that if & country untry inara
mtarvenes, it will fail Our adyice to of Ethl"'ll'F affenaive.
all meighbars and major powars is to Eroups. Tha list of cabmet mambars an

refrain from interfermng in Afghani-
stan’s affairs’

Regarding the ongomy clashes betweon the
Mational Resistance Frant and the Taliban in Pan-
juhir, the Afghan affairs expert said “The Panyahir
rogion has 21 valleys. which tha Taliban forces
hive panetrated only to the nearest valley whars
the governor's office is located. Another 20 valleys
are under control of the oppositian forcea. 5o, we
have to see what happens in the process of these
conflicts’

Rouhi Sefat underlined that the gevernment in
Aghanistan would not be stable without the par-
ticipation of ethnic groups

"Bocause all these ssues are ethme, tentlons

noanced by chied spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid on Tuesday was domi-
nated by members of the group's old guard, with
i wormin ineludisd
Regarding the Ma':rmiamrlm in AFghanistan
and the announcement of the cabinet by the Tal-
iban, Houh Sefat swd: "Mghanistan's giographi-
cal, wthnic and racal structure |8 such that no eth-
nic graup has a majarity in that country. Theretare,
any sustainable government should be basad on
the fact that every ethricity has o significant par-
Hcipatian in thi pouernment”
Hir addod “Government based on othnic and ra-
clal aspirations can last, and il it does not, it will
not be stable and ingtability will increase”

' Nuclear dossier must be pursued

independently, MP says

TEHRAM - A maimber of the MNational
Sacurity and Foreign Palicy Committes
of tha Iranian Parlianment says that the
naicloar cane shauld be pursued nde-
pendemtly, but the role of the Ministry
of Farmgn Affars as a diplormatc ap-
paratus will bie protectad

5n='nh.|n||: o Mehr about the cantine
watian gf the nuelear talks an Sunday,
Fadash Hassein Maleki sasd “The pres-
iderit hat a clear position on the come
tinuntion of the nuclear talks and Fax
siated that Iran is not after attritional
talke and all sanctions shewld ta be
liftael”

The muckear talks For o possible re-
sival af the 20015 nuclear deal, afficially
called tha Jaint Cormprebansise Plan of
Actwan [CPOA) w expected to b -
summid niew that o manw governmant

VIt by TS COTTE B PO

The nuclear talks for restorng the
ICRGA srarted @ Apnl in Vierma and
wntil Jure 20 wix rounds ol talks wern
halel. Howevir, since thef no talks hae
takin place becaose ran wos in the
prooess of tramsitaon

Rofernng to some  conmultaton
o transfer the muclear cose to the
Euprome  Mavienal Securty Council
{SMSLY he added: "In the provious ad-
miristration, the Ministry of Foregn
Aftairs dedicated its time to necloar
Ealks and a5 nresult regional talks and
gcemamic diplomacy ware practically
stapped”

Durmig the Khatar and Ahmadine

el administratons the SNSC was
tasked to handle the nuclear issee
During the twe administrations dp-
lomats from the Foregm Ministry
woitret alwg mvelved in the talks Hew-
ovar, Prasident Hassan Rouhari, whi
fumsell was chief nuclear negotiabar
during the Khatami presidency, tasked
thir Fareign Mmstry 1o follow the is-
T

MP Maleki, & torrmar diplomiat, stat-
#d that Foreagn Minister Hossem Amir
Abdollahien has a specind wiew an the
region and nghbonng countries

Mudeki said there s a kind of con-
sirnnus among seme officials that the
‘nuclenr case should be pursued inde-
pariclenitly, bt the Mimestry of Fareign
Atfairs and the foreign minister will
v @ strong and influentsal presence
m the investigation of this case,”

Elsewhars in1 his romarks, Maliki
said that Iran s seeking an molusive
governmant in Alghanistan with the
irvalverment of all othnic and religious
rouips

The Istiamic Republic seeks poace,
stability and tranquility and the for-
ratan of an inclusive government in
Adghanistan,” stated Maleks [Fan's for-
e armbassador te A ghanistan

Melalik alse wuid the hond of Paki-
stan's Inter-Services Intellgence {50
I5 present o Panjshir and |8 involved
in tha Feermation of the Taliban cobinet
Hrmﬂum-udl.lmum‘r'umm'- Miriwtry
should negotiate with Pakastan, ane
that nmeeting should bi hield betwiam
Rugsin, Che, Iran and Pakestan to re-
solve the Afghan prablem

“Wa should not allcw Pakistan b
intervene and mamtam US position

in Aghanistan” the member of the
Mational Securty and Foreign Policy
Committes rermarked

O b it eding af thie parbamentary
Committes with the Mmster of Foreign
Affamrs, Maleks spid “The Mmistar af
Fareign Affairs belieens that an inclu-
prvi governiment should be tarmad in
Aghanistan so that all ethnic groups
play a rode in the government”

A purely Taliban-oriented govemn-
ment 18 currently bemg formaed n
Aghanistan, and the contmuation of
s process will push Afgharistan toa
cormprehensive war, the MP prodicted

The UM has condemned the Tali-
bian far thinr “increasmgly wokint re-
aponsa” to degent, weeks alter the
group's raped takeaver of Afghandastan

Tadibun frghters killed four people
cluram recunt pratasts, the LN said

Damonatrations have taken place
across Afghanistan since the fall of
Kabul on August 15, demanding ro-
spect far womens rights and groate
freedoms

Tallbun fighters have used batons,
whips, and live ammunition agomst
protasters, the UM =aid in its repart

"Wir call on the Taliban to immad-
ately ceass the use of foree towards
andd tha arbitrary detention of, thade
ectrcising thier right to peaceful as-
sembly and the joumnalists covering
the protests’ a spokesvornan for the
UN High Commissiongr for Human
Raghts said in a pross statermant

Iran-Saudi talks must be balanced to solve regional problems, expert suggests.

TEHRAN - An expert an polbitical ssuis has said
fram-5audi Arabia llnl.E'; are aimed at solvng the re-
pon's problems. spying Iran seeky poacd, STty
and sustamable peace in the West Asia region

"Tha |slamic Republic s interested in poace, sta-
bility, nustamabla Hﬂﬁl-ﬂTF' and camprehensive de-
valoprmimt in thie region,” fexa Sadr al-Hosseini teld
thie Mebr nivwe agency in an atervies pabilished on
SLinday

Motmg that talks between countmes are first held
between pxperts, al-Hosseini said "Usually in all dip-
fomatic talks betwean coumtries, the

"There may be othar questions and ambiguites
in those higher-level negotintions that should be
re-gtuhod at eepert liveel and eepart cormmenty
should be made on it"

Irag, whose prime  moester  Mustata  al-
Kadhimii visited Iran on Sunday, has so far held three
rounds of talks betwren iran and Sawdi Arabia Ac-
carding to tha raman Ambassador to Baghdad, e
Maspedi, the fourth round of talks is set to be held

A Irag govarmimant source whi requested ang-
rymmity, had said Badbirm will ruse “wsues of securrty,
gy, and relations betwedn Soudi

tlks are hiedd Frst ot oopert Level
and these whe are completely im-
merad m thie detalls”

Sometmmaes these talks will take
yoirs, the expert noted. but ot the
ind 1t will be diplamiatic affonls
framm invalved partes who  sign
agresments

“The Islamic

Republic is

interested in
peace.”

Arabim and lran” with Iranan Progi-
dimit Ebrahirn Raisi, according to The
Aurab Weekly

Raisi has said s adrnistre

nan prigntizes close relations with
nighbors

fuked about the rale of relations

"Politscal talks bhabween fran and Saudi Aradia
are no excepnon, and sl the provigions of a possi-
bl agroement and all issues that the bwe countries
ane fiterested @ ahauld b anamined i detail at the
xpert Lovel, and after resolving sl these maies, the

negotiations shauld be purseed ot a higher level. al-
Hosseind highlighted

Mugotiations usually takie place in & sharter period
of tirrs wihien they are pursued at o high Level, which
wither lends to a solution or not, the expert stated

with naighbors and ita effects on
neutralizmg sanctions on [ran, the analyst sad: "The
issue af nsutralizmg sanctions s anothor s that |
think may be the net prarity of these talks”

The |slwmic Republic pursues walks a5 a principle,
b underscared

sadr al-Hasseini turther staved: “If the region s
igovernied by o general connensus, 1t will b in e in-
terest of all countries m berms |:|I: SECLFILY, fcanomiy
andd security of the region's waters, and ivan is also
intarested in the rogion bemg safe for all”

The Islamic Republic 18 nterested in peace, stabidlj-
ty, sustamdable secunity and comprehonave divelop-
mment i the region, s i ehis vegared if s pursLing &
Fair amad balancod negatatan, hie said

Sadr al-Husseini also said lran s interested m re-
salving the region's problers as soon a8 possible and
witihes prace and sustamable security for regional
pountries and at the same tirme it serks an expelsion
of gutside powers From the region

Iran i interested that all coustres in the region
ofoy laatmg security and non-rogional countries not
bating prasent in the region,” e remarkod

“The trang-rejponal countries, lad by the Amar-
icna and the Zanist regime, ame doing nething but
disruptmg relations between the countries of the re-
grom and destabdizing the regon”

Will the upcoming SCO summit bring good news to Iran?

8y Pratd Fan Hongda

The 2021 Shanghal Cooperation Organization
1500 summit wall be held on September
16-17 in Tajikistan, the rotating char of the
organization The summit's atbitude towards
Iran's application for membershp has attracted
much attention

On May 30, 2028, Tajilkistan's Ambassadar
ta Tuhran Migemuddin Zohidi sald in o press
briefing an SCO that Iran's membarship m 5C0
hits been on the main agenda. The ambassadar
also said that his country will invite the franian
President to participate in the meeting Ina TV
interyiesw at the and of August, Iranian Forgign
Mimrster Amir Abdollohian stated thst President
Ebrahim Rais will attend the sumimit

As warly as more than ten years aga, fran
applied Tor 5C0's mombership. According to
tha SCO charter, the unammous consent of
thi I'.‘,"H-I'.ntll'lg mambers s r|:|4';||||'q-|i bafore mirw
mambars can join tn the past, because of UN
sanctions and Tajlkistan's appasition, Iran failed
ta become a member of the 500

Howaever, on August 19, 2021, &l Shamkhan
thit Secretary lran's Supreme National

te whether lran can join the organization Now
the bwo mambers have clearly supparted Iran's
applcation for the membership of SCO and
[ram also stated thar all political abstacles have
been removed. In this way, the possibility of [ran
being accepted as the minth member af SC0 has
graatly increased

S5C0 membership can enhance Iran's reglonal

Security Councll, wrote am his
Twittir account that “political
ohstaclen to Irun's membership
m the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization have baen lifted and
Iran's membershp will be finalized
through technical formalities”

I this way, it seems that the
relatianship betwaen [ran and SC0
has made significant progress

SCO
membership
can improve
Iran's ability
to respond to

and  imternational  imfluence,
integrate  fran anta &  certain
degree of collective security

arrangements and improve Iran's
abiity to respond to pressare
fram the United States

i lran can succeasfully gain
mermbership ot SCO, Iran's regional
influence s the core factor
Athough Iran has encountered

In Fac i rious developmant ditficulbe
Huhlrl:{l;' ﬂ;'rrtn-;“u':Elf;p::::':‘ pressure frnm ;Tlul t:': I:t:rnﬂw:ml. :..nrl::;u'rln:
or Iran's membership of SCO ; in the past four decades. its
According to the Islamic Republic thE UnltEd influemee in 'West and Central Asia
National Mews Agency (IRNA) States. han mot decreased but ineraased

Many regional issues reguire Iran's

ﬁul‘ih% a telephone conversation
with Prasident Raisi on August 18,
2021 Prasident ¥ Jimping expressed support
for Irans formal membership in 500 which he
siiel will be in the long-term nterests of the
grganization

Ching and Russia are the most influential
mambers of SC0, and ther attitude i crucial

active participation to be resolved

Iram's accession will enhance SC0's ability to
respond ta regional challenges

SC0 s calebrating its 20th birthday this year

Compared with 20 years ago, bath regional

and international situations have undergone

pbvious chapges, and 5C0 has to deal with

some new challenges, Therefore, 5C0 needs
new members who are influential and willin
te jam Wke Iran. What needs to ba mantione
in particular is that U5 threat to the stability
and security of the internatianal community has
farced SCO and its members to respand in somé
Wis

For pxample, the continuous US attacks on
Russia, China, and Iran are ane of the reasons
why these countries are getting closer. Also,
the long-term presence of LS troops m
Atghamstan and thar irresponsible and hasty
withdrawal have not only led to a dangerous
state, but alsa had a serious impact an regonal
security It s aven mare necessary for 5C0
to absorb new forces and respond to new
challenges maore indepen dently

Judging from the remarks ol the secretary
of the Iranian Supreme National Security
Council cited above, fran should have resolved
the political obstacles to jaining 5C0 through
diplomatic efforts, leaving only soma technical
issues to face This shows that Iran has
made Further progress in adapting to the
requirgmants of 5C0 and once again shows ity
strang desiee to joimn the arganigatian

Howirver, it must be noted that some
countries do mot want Iran to jein SCO These
countrios gither don't want te see [ran use 5C0
to increase its mfluence, or they don't wint to
sed SC0 increasd its inHuence because of Iran's
accassion They may taks some measures to
prevent Iran from becoming a member of SC0

S0 tar Iran s application for membership will
be on the agenda of this year's 5C0 summit
SCO will alse discuss on this issue for the lirst
time smce Pakistan and India became members
in 2017 As Tajikistan nao longer oppose |ran's
mumbership, the attitude of india, which has
tlose relatioms with the United States is
worthy of atbention, Judging From the Ewo visits
ta Talran by tha Indian Foragn Minister aftis
Raisl was elocted Progident of Iran, [ran=india
ritflations should mot becoma m new obstacle

| beligyva that the upcammg SC0 summit will
bring good news about membership ta Iran

Fan Hongda 15 Professor at the Middie East
Studies Institurte of Shanghar international
Studies Uiversity



