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Geopolitics and Non-traditional Security Studies over the Past
Decade in China

LI Kaisheng

[Abstract] Non-traditional security studies (NTSS) that oppose state-centrism and the
ogic of zero-sum competition are usually considered as the contradiction to
geo;l)oli_tics that underlines international competition and confrontation. However, the
world is witnessing now the return and intensification of geopolitics: the US
containment against China in the name of the Indo-Pacific strategy, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict as the largest regional war since the end of the Cold War and the
sudden outbreak of a new round of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. NTSS has been
profoundly impacted by the return of geopolitics, such non-traditional security issues
as international trade, environmental protection, science cooperation and energ
security are increasingly distorted by the zero-sum thinking and becoming the tools
of power competition. By reviewing China’s non-traditional security research results
since 2014, it can be found that only a small number of results have touched the topic
of securitization of non-traditional security issues, and most of the studies still cling
to the existing concepts and paradigms, largely overlooking the return of geopolitics
and its great influences. In the future, NTSS must be more realistic and target-oriented
in the reconstruction of its academic significance and practical value by rediscovering
eopolitics-related security facts and improving the research framework.
FKeywords] non-traditional security, geopolitics, transformation of non-traditional
security studies, great power security relations ) )
{Author] LI Kaisheng, Vice President and Researcher of the Shanghai Institutes of
nternational Studies (Shanghai, 200233).

Concepts and Practices of China’s Participation in the Middle East
Security Governance in the New Era

LIU Zhongmin and XU Zhangmin

[Abstract] Since entering the new era, China has been firmly adhering to the concef)t
of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, and actively
supporting the construction of a new security architecture in the Middle East. In
participating in traditional security governance in the Middle East and helping resolve
regional conflicts, China has been striving for peaceful dialogue and consultation to
address hot-spot issues in the Middle East in a fair and reasonable manner, and built
a collective security framework that takes into account legitimate concerns of all
arties. In terms of improving the regional security environment, China has been
ocpsm% on those major security conflicts in the Middle East, following the trend of
regional countries seeking détente and development, which helps China broker a
rapprochement between Saudi Arabia and Iran in 2023 that leads to resumption of full
g/llp omatic relations. When it comes to non-traditional securlt%r governance, China and
iddle Eastern countries have been working together to enhance their capacities to
cope with non-traditional security threats and jointly safeguard the rights and interests
of developing countries. In short, in the process of participating in security governance
of the Middle East, China has developed its own concepts and experiences of
replacing exclusive security, isolated security and competitive security with common
security, comprehensive security and cooperative security, thus playing an
increasingly important and constructive role in the Middle East security affairs.
[Keywor sj new era, Middle East security, traditional security, non-traditional
security, Global Security Initiative ] ] _ _
[Authors] LIU Zhongmin, Professor of Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai
nternational Studies University; XU Zhangmin, Ph.D. Candidate, School of International
Studies and Public Affairs, Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International

Studies University (Shanghai, 200083). o )
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