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global climate governance ideas, promoting global climate governance collective actions, and constructing
global climate governance rules, and it achieves its empowering effect through a dual pathway of
“inclusion” and “exclusion”. On the “inclusion” side, actors incorporate their preferred climate issues into
the international agenda through knowledge production, discourse shaping, and institutional construction,
thereby gaining the upper hand in multi-party climate negotiations. On the “exclusion” side, actors block
or suppress climate issues contrary to their interests through institutional obstruction and image framing,
striving to maintain rules favorable to themselves. Both the mechanism and pathway of international
agenda-setting capacity empowering global climate governance competition reflect the reality of power
asymmetry among actors in the contemporary international society. In light of this, “Global South” states
must progressively enhance their international agenda-setting capacity to avoid being misunderstood or
falling into a state of “voicelessness”.
61 Hegemony Maintenance and the Network of Sanctions: the International Political
Logic of U. S. Economic Sanctions TANG Tangi & LIU Shengziang
In the context of great powers strategic competition, the United States increasingly relies on non-
military means, such as economic sanctions, to maintain its hegemony. The maturity of the U. S,
sanctions system and the enhancement of its sanctions capabilities have made economic sanctions a
“conventional weapon. ” The United States imposes sanctions of varying intensity on different types of
countries, and these policies interact with each other, forming a complex sanctions network aimed at the
enemy of hegemony. There is a structural contradiction between the ambition of hegemony to secure
privileged status and the instinct of other states to pursue national autonomy, and the “hegemony
maintenance” by the United States has led to a “network of sanctions”. U. S. economic sanctions are
“universal but distinctive” ; symbolic sanctions are usually imposed on countries that have no intention of
challenging the U. S. hegemonic position in terms of norms or capabilities; bargaining sanctions are
imposed on countries that challenge U. S. hegemony on any level of norms or capability; and exhaustive
sanctions are imposed on countries that attempt to challenge the U. S. hegemonic position in both
dimensions. Evidence from Germany, Tiirkiye, and Russia supports these propositions. This study
reveals that the occurrence of sanctions can be understood through the conflict between material and/or
ideational structures among countries. Such a shift in theoretical perspective helps uncover new variables,
mechanisms, and circumstances, thereby contributing to cumulative knowledge in the research on
economic sanctions.

100 Beyond Alliance: A Critical Analysis of the Nature of U. S. Minilateral Security
Alignments in the Asia-Pacific Region WANG Yue

In recent years, minilateralism has increasingly become a key pillar of U. S. foreign policy.
However, the academic community has yet to reach a consensus regarding the nature of U. S, minilateral
security alignments in the Asia-Pacific region, largely because existing literature lacks clear evaluative
criteria and a corresponding typology. On the basis of cooperation issues and supply functions, minilateral
security alignments can be categorized into four basic levels: security governance mechanism. security
trust-building mechanism, quasi-alliance, and alliance. Drawing on a brief review of ten U. S, Asia-Pacific
minilateral security alignments and a case study of the QUAD, this model demonstrates significant
analytical validity. Typologizing the nature of these alignments provides robust conceptual tools for
advancing broad-sense alliance theory. Furthermore, it offers theoretical basis for China to formulate
targeted responses to U. S. strategies, while clarifying the distinct divergence between the “true

multilateralism” upheld by China and the “selective multilateralism” practiced by the United States.



